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Press the x key to.Alphonsine St. Louis World's Fair Distracted
Children By Posters That Inadvertently Profound August 7, 1989 OF
ALL the major world's fairs staged in the United States, none has
attracted more world's fair tourists than the St. Louis World's Fair
of 1904, which is commemorated today by the St. Louis Art
Museum, which is celebrating its centennial in a pre-fair
`Celebration of Beauty,' which opens today. To mark the occasion,
the museum will show a special exhibit by French surrealist
painter, Robert Berson, an artist who captured the astounding
beauty of the fair's architecture at the time and who also is the
museum's chief architectural critic. His exhibit, titled `Un Paysage
Créole,' is one of the largest and most important exhibitions the
museum has ever mounted. It runs for eight months. The exhibit
features some of the artist's most magnificent oil paintings,
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showing the architectural masterpieces of the 1904 World's Fair,
including the Treasury Building, the Palace of Agriculture, the
Waterworks, the Beaux Arts Administration Building, the Brauer
and Dufour flour mill, the Mohawk and Fort Garry hotels and the
Upper Hall of the Art Museum, all of which have been meticulously
cleaned and restored. The two-room exhibit, including many of the
artist's oil paintings, is a powerful revelation of that long-vanished
fair and American architectural history. I wonder how many millions
of Americans, including St. Louisans, have visited the fair because
of their love of Norman Rockwell's oil paintings
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