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textbooks and solutions to every.The Heart of Matter The Heart of Matter () is a book
by the Austrian writer Robert Musil. It was published in 1932. Plot introduction The
protagonist of the story is a Viennese poet, struggling to establish himself, who is

growing increasingly unhappy. He embarks upon a journey to Riga. During this journey
he is swept up in waves of life and tries to "shake off" the uselessness of it all. While

he is at the Riga railway station, he meets a young girl who is bound for Stockholm by
way of the same train. Plot summary The plot opens with the narrator, Ferdinand Fiala,

writing an article for a newspaper in which he says that he wants to travel to Riga,
because Riga is his birthplace. From Riga he will travel to Stockholm, Germany, and
England. Ferdinand Fiala is a semi-literate, pessimistic, and self-consciously striving

Viennese poet who claims to have had three successive careers as a poet. He is
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