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me in easy.WASHINGTON
(MarketWatch) — The percentage of

Americans working has hit a new
low, and there's little doubt

unemployment has been even higher
in recent months. But despite the

recession's prolonged duration, the
U.S. recovery has been strong. After
adjusting for inflation, real wages are

higher than they were in the late
1970s. Housing prices have

improved. Stock-market performance
has been strong. And worker

confidence is at a multiyear high. The
effects of the recession have been
dented. The nation has lost about

10% of its jobs, but the impact has
been softened by a 17% drop in the
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size of the labor force, and the
retirement of the baby boom

generation. Economists say these
factors will keep the decline in

workers’ number and average annual
earnings from having a significant

impact on the economy. Even so, the
recovery is slow 3e33713323
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